MEET THE LOCALS

AEITOYPTIKOTHTA, AIZ©HTIKH,
XPHETIKOTHTA. KAMOIEX ®OPEZ,
APKOYN TPEI> MONO AEZEIX

MA NATIANAZOYN ENAN
EMITYXHMENO DESIGNER.

IN DESIGN, THERE ARE TIMES WHEN
FUNCTIONALITY, PRACTICALITY
AND AESTHETICS ARE ENOUGH
TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS.
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© E€epetvnon, evépyeia, B8puBos,
nepIEpyela, pINies, Spdpiol, ndpka,
skateboard... Autés eivai ol pvpes

nou cuvéBecav ta naidika xpévia tou
©anh NikoAdou kai rou apydtepa
OUHNUKVAENKaV otov 6po «Snpioupyiar.
‘Orav tekeiwoe 1o oxoheio Bpébnke and
n Aeukwaoia oto Mnpditov yia onoudés
product design kai SnpioUpynce T npom
Tou eelipeon: éva Yuyeio nou enmpérel
dueon npdofaon kal opatdtnta oe GAa
ta anoBnkeupéva tpdeipa. H cuvéxeia
Tov Bpiokel oto AovSivo kai oto MAal

TOU NayKOOHiws avayvwpIopévou
lighting designer Michael Anastassiades,
yia va Bpebdei, Niyo petd, o kdnoio
HetaMoupyeio pudxvovtas Kai
avarahaiHvovtas MONUTEN QVTIKElUeva.

I'a to aviouxo nvedpa tou, wotdoo,
autd Sev ftav apketd: «Adyw tou peydAou
dBous Lo yia t LIOUCIK Kal TOV AX0 Kal
s nernoiBnons pou nws to design eival pia
Sladikaoia riou Lnopei va epapootel O GAEs
TS MPpaKtikés, rrya om BapkeAdwn, Srou
£kava sound design and music production.
Eniotpépovtas to 2019 omv Kinpo,
SnpioUpynoa m Sikrj pou oeipd yAUITTIKWOV
enimwv pe Ty enwwia “A Side (tables)
Project”, v oroia o kéapios unoSextnke
oAU Bgpd. Alo xpovia Lietd, n enrtuxia
auts s Oelpds EPEPE T CUVEXEId TS,

mv “A Side (tables) Project 2”, ia fabid
Bouud oty EuAoupyikr} Kal TV Kataokeun
kaAourdv. Auté Atav kai to eoripio
Hou yia ouvepyaoia i peydAa brands tou
e&wtepikou, Sriws to BEIT Collectiver.

Tou apécel va tov anokarolv
«QVTUKOUPOPHICT», KATI MOU MPOKUME!
aBiaota téoo and us andyels Tou avapopika
HETV Ny s £Unveuons tou Goo Kal Pe
10 U cuviotd éva kao design: «H peyaAltepn
Ny €Unveucns €pxetal yia gUéva éoa
ané nepiopiapoUs. Aouledovias Léoa
O NgpIopIaLoUs, gioal avaykacuevos va
aM\ddess TV rpodéyyion oou oMEs popés
KI QU] N MpaKtkr) Katariyel O€ pwioTures
16€s kar Aoess. (s oxedlaotrs, Motelw
akpddavta S ta e§aipeukd npoidvia
akohouBouv Lia avBpwriokevipikrj Siadikacia
oxediaoms, Sriou 1o TeNIKS anoté\eaua
owdudlg dyoya m Aetoupyikdtnea, v
aioénTikn kai tm xpnoukdutd tou. Ti 6a
oyuBotreua éva naidi nou Oéhel va acxohnBei
e To design; Na Agpcdoel ta xépia tou kat
va acxoAnBei L mv kataokeur). Na Ppiokel
TPAII0US va rpOKaAe! tn SHIoupyIkSTtd tou
Kal va pnv npoSwoel Mot mv ISEoA0Yia tou.
Kai u 6a éxeya o Shous tous uridoirous;
“HAdon eivai prpootd ota pdtia as,
an\d rpénel va aMd§oue tov pdrio
riou BAéroue ta rpdypata™.

TEXT: ROMINA XYDA / PHOTOS: SILVIO AUGUSTO RUSMIGO

[>] Explorative, curious, energetic,
friendly, skateboarder, streets and parks
—words closely associated with the
childhood of Thalis Nicolaou. Later,
these condensed into one: creative.
After finishing school in Nicosia, he
found himself in Brighton studying
product design. That is where he
designed his first invention, a fridge that
lets you see the food inside. Next, Thalis
found himself in London alongside the
world-famous lighting designer, Michael
Anastassiades. Shortly after, he found
a gig in ametal workshop making
and restoring luxury items.

However, his spirit was restless,
and Thalis looked for additional ways
to apply his creativity. Elaborating,
“Because of my passion for music
and sound, and my belief that design
applies to all fields, | went to Barcelona
and became involved in music
production and sound design”.
“Returning to Cyprus in 2019,”
Thalis continues, “/ created my own
line of sculpture furniture titled, ‘A-Side
(tables) Project’, which was met with
enthusiasm. Two years later, following
the success of my first collection,
| continued with ‘A-Side (tables)
Project 2'. I totally immersed myself
in woodworking and creating moulds.
This was my ticket to collaborating
with well-known, international brands
like BEIT Collective.”

Thalis likes to be regarded as,
‘anti-conformist’, which stems
from his views on what constitutes
good design. “My biggest source
of inspiration comes from having
to work within boundaries,” he explains.
“By being restricted, you are often
obliged to adapt your approach,
a process resulting in original ideas and
solutions. As a designer, | firmly believe
that exceptional products result from
‘people-centred’ design processes.
The final result combines functionality,
aesthetics and practicality. What would
I say to a young person wanting to get
into design? Muck it up, construct stuff,
find ways to stimulate your creativity
and never betray your vision. What
advice can [ give everyone else?
Solutions are in front of our eyes.
We simply have to change the way
we see things.”

Ql

()Y

CL

4

«H pgyaAvtepn
Ty EUTTVEUOTNG

XETAL I EUEVAL

V4 4
QIO TEEPLOPLOUOUCY.

"

Ay biggestsource

of inspiration comes

from having to work

within boundaries.”
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Ikavapete
yia va pdbete
nepiocétepa
yia ta épya

Tou

©ahn

NikoAdou.
Scan to
learn more
about Thalis
Nicolaou’s
work.
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